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October 3, 2012  
 
http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/news/thr-design-hollywood-showhouse-famous-homes-
376002  
 

Top Decorators to Unveil Their Visions at THR's 
First Design Showhouse 

 
 
UPDATED Ten of the U.S.'s design elite will reveal their creations at luxury residential tower 
The Century in a project partnership with The Hollywood Reporter. (Additional designers 
added to the showhouse.)  
 
Call it trickle-down aesthetics: How Hollywood lives, so goes the world (at least the upper 
socio-economic echelon). Designers and architects create homes for the industry's apex 
players, who then create films and TV shows seen all over the globe that often reflect their 



own haute-manoir tastes (note all the fanatical attention paid to the leading ladies' houses in 
such Nancy Meyer-directed movies as Something's Gotta Give and It's Complicated).  
 
Beginning in February, The Hollywood Reporter culture editor Degen Pener pulled together 
10 of the U.S.'s design elite and got them to decorate a 7,000-square-foot space in Century 
City for THR's premier Design Hollywood Showhouse at The Century (where Candy 
Spelling is renovating two floors, purchased for $35 million before the tower was finished in 
2010, her first permanent residence since selling the Spelling estate in Holmby Hills).  
 
Open to the public from Oct. 26 to Nov. 18, with ticket sales at THR.com/designhollywood 
benefiting the Wallis Annenberg Center for the Performing Arts, the Showhouse, produced 
with top real-estate developer Related Companies (which built The Century), "exemplifies 
sophisticated Hollywood glamour," says Pener. "Los Angeles has some of the most 
stunning residences in the world, and millions want to emulate an L.A. lifestyle. These are 
the designers behind those houses."  
 
Working until the very last second before the doors open, these tastemakers will be up to 
their elbows in upscale products in furniture, lighting, fabric and more from more than 100 
companies.  
 
Collectively, they oversee client lists that read like Hollywood royalty: Joan Behnke (clients 
Tom Brady & Gisele Bundchen and Ivan Reitman); Waldo Fernandez (Soho House, 
Darren Star); Trip Haenisch (Courteney Cox, Aaron Sorkin); Jane Hallworth (Michelle 
Williams, Kirsten Dunst); Kathryn M. Ireland of Bravo's Million Dollar Decorators (Robert 
Zemeckis, Julia Louis-Dreyfus); Nickey Kehoe's Amy Kehoe and Todd Nickey (Mark 
Ruffalo, Ginnifer Goodwin); David Phoenix (Rob Lowe, Maria Shriver); Marmol 
Radziner's Leo Marmol and Ron Radziner (Demi Moore, Tom Ford) and renowned 
architect Robert A. M. Stern, builder of The Century and Disney's feature animation 
building.  
 
STORY: New Performing Arts Theater to Encourage Cell Phone Usage During Shows  
All the designers put their spaces together with a Hollywood icon in mind. The inspiration for 
Tim Clarke (Ben Stiller, Saving Private Ryan producer Mark Gordon) was dream client 
Blake Lively. His room, in keeping with his specialty of bringing the outdoors inside, will 
make inhabitants feel as if they are "dining underneath large trees," says Clarke.  
 
"Everything looks very sun-kissed and personal, as if someone like Blake could actually live 
there, as opposed to most showhouses that are more about viewing artistic statements."  
Update: In the last couple weeks, four more esteemed designers have been added to THR 
Design Hollywood at The Century: Cliff Fong (who has created houses for Ellen  
DeGeneres and Portia de Rossi, and Ryan Murphy), Natasha Baradaran (Kate Hudson, 

Malin Akerman), Oliver Furth (Arianna Huffington, entertainment attorney Skip 

Brittenham and author Heather Thomas) and Adam Bram Straus (Zac Efron, Vanessa 

Hudgens). 

  



 

 

 

 

  



 

 
October 3, 2012  
 
http://www.editoratlarge.com/articles/2675/hollywood-reporter-launches-home-issue-
designer-showhouse?page=7  
 

Hollywood Reporter launches Home Issue, 
Designer Showhouse  
 
The Hollywood Reporter and Related are partnering to present a designer showhouse 
benefitting the Wallis Annenberg Center for the Performing Arts at The Century in Century 
City, CA. The showhouse coincides with the publication of THR’s first-ever Home Issue and 
"Top Interior Designers in Hollywood” list.  
 
Participating interior designers and architects include Joan Behnke, Tim Clarke, Waldo 
Fernandez, Trip Haenisch, Jane Hallworth, Kathryn M. Ireland, Todd Nickey & Amy 
Kehoe of Nickey/Kehoe, David Phoenix and Marmol Radziner and Associates, as well as 
Robert A.M. Stern Architects, the firm which designed The Century.  
 

 
 

http://www.editoratlarge.com/articles/2675/hollywood-reporter-launches-home-issue-designer-showhouse?page=7
http://www.editoratlarge.com/articles/2675/hollywood-reporter-launches-home-issue-designer-showhouse?page=7


The Hollywood-inspired showhouse takes place in two grand residences on the 20th floor of the 42-

story residential masterpiece, each with its own private elevator vestibule and panoramic views 

that stretch from downtown Los Angeles, across the Hollywood Hills to the Pacific Ocean. Each 

room in the residence will let the visitor imagine they are stepping into the private space of a 

quintessential Hollywood icon such as an ingénue, screenwriter, high-powered director or A-list 

actor.  

On October 24, a VIP event will kick off the THR Design Hollywood at The Century with honorary co-

chairs, Janice Min, THR editorial director, and Wallis Annenberg, philanthropist. Noted chef and 

restaurateur, David Myers, will be the official caterer of the evening and will provide guests with an 

exclusive preview of the dishes to come from his upcoming restaurant opening at The Century in 

December 2012.  

“Covering the lifestyle of Hollywood is essential to the THR perspective,” said THR culture editor 

Degen Pener, who brought together the esteemed group of designers and architects participating 

in the showhouse. “Los Angeles is not only one of the most glamorous cities in the world when it 

comes to residential design but it also serves as home to a uniquely creative community of 

designers. We're proud to partner with Related, renowned for its unparalleled dedication to 

superior design and architecture, and to welcome a select group of L.A.'s A-list designers as they 

create what will be a must-see showhouse at the elegant residential tower, The Century.”  

The showhouse, located at One Century Drive, will be open to the public on Fridays 1 p.m. – 6 p.m. 

and Saturdays and Sundays 11 a.m. – 4 p.m. from Friday, October 26 – Sunday, November 18. 

Admission is $40 and all ticket sales will benefit the Wallis Annenberg Center for the Performing 

Arts, a new performing arts center in the historic Beverly Hills Post Office. Complimentary parking 

will be available at The Century. For additional information and to purchase tickets, visit 

www.thr.com/designhollywood.  

The showhouse is supported by many prestigious sponsors including Audi, Beacon Hill, Calvin Klein 

Home, Circa Lighting, Clos-ette, Environment Furniture, Farrow & Ball, Grace Home Furnishings, The 

Rug Company, SHOPBOP and Stark Carpet. 

  



 

October 3, 2012 
http://curbed.com/archives/2012/10/03/the-hollywood-reporters-showhouse-
dwellstudiotextiles. 
Php 
 

The Hollywood Reporter's Showhouse; 
DwellStudio Textiles 

 

 
 

LOS ANGELES—The Hollywood Reporter is gearing up to open its first-ever 
showhouse, which will coincide with the launch of what will become its annual Home 
Issue. Big-name designers such as Waldo Fernandez, Trip Haenisch, and Kathryn 
Ireland have been tapped to glitz up two units on the 20th floor of the Robert A.M. 
Stern-designed Century tower, the very same building where socialite Candy Spelling 
bought a $35M condo two years ago. According to the release, "Each room in the 
residence will let the visitor imagine they are stepping into the private space of a 
quintessential Hollywood icon such as an ingénue, screenwriter, high-powered director 
or A-list actor." Stay tuned for photos later this month. [CurbedWire Inbox] 

  



 

October 9, 2012  
http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/gallery/thr-design-hollywood-at-century-376850  
 

'THR Design Hollywood at The Century' 
Showhouse Preview (Photos) 

 
Marmol Radziner  
The THR Design Hollywood at The Century showhouse will include the work of top interior 
designers and architects Joan Behnke, Tim Clarke, Waldo Fernandez, Trip Haenisch, 
Jane Hallworth, Kathryn M. Ireland, Nickey Kehoe's Amy Kehoe and Todd Nickey, 
David Phoenix, Marmol Radziner and Associates' Leo Marmol and Ron Radziner and 
renowned Robert A.M. Stern Architects (designer of the The Century). Says Radziner of the 
firm's rendering (shown) of their bedroom for the showhouse: "We are big fans of David 
Fincher's work, so we came up with the idea of creating an intimate bedroom retreat for him 
to rest and contemplate his next great film."  
 

 



The Century  
The Related Companies' 42-story The Century tower at One Century Drive in Century City 
is the site of the THR Design Hollywood at The Century showhouse, open from Oct. 26 to 
Nov. 18. The showhouse will also spotlight the work of three esteemed emerging designers: 
Natasha Baradaran, Adam Bram Straus and Oliver Furth. "Related is known globally for 
its commitment to great architecture and design and THR Design Hollywood at The Century 
serves as an extension of that commitment, marking Related's first West Coast showhouse 
collaboration," says Alicia Goldstein, senior vice president at Related Companies. Tickets 
($40), available at THR.com/designhollywood. 
 
 

 



Waldo Fernandez  
A black-and-white rendering of Waldo Fernandez's living room design for the showhouse. 
Fernandez singles out as the "wow" factor: "the Royere sofa, which is worth between 
$175,000 and $240,000 today." His clients include producer Darren Star and the late 
Elizabeth Taylor; he also designed West Hollywood's Soho House and the newly 
renovated, just opened Spago in Beverly Hills. The Showhouse will take in two luxury 
residences in the tower covering 7,000 square feet on the 20th floor of The Century. Each 
room in the showhouse will let the visitor imagine they are stepping into the private space of 
a quintessential Hollywood icon such as an ingenue, screenwriter, high-powered director or 
A-list actor.  
 

 



Trip Haenisch  
The condo of celebrity hair stylist Chris McMillan (whose clients include Jennifer Aniston) 
designed by Trip Haenisch, who is designing one of the master bedrooms in the 
Showhouse. Some of Haenisch's other clients are Courteney Cox and Hank Azaria. 
Haenisch will be one of the designers profiled as one of Hollywood's top interior designers 
in THR's first-ever home design issue, out Oct. 24. “Los Angeles has some of the most 
stunning residences in the world, and millions want to emulate an L.A. lifestyle," says THR 
culture editor Degen Pener. "These are the designers behind those houses.”  
 

 



Tim Clarke  
Tim Clarke is creating a dining room for the Showhouse inspired by dream client Blake 
Lively. "Everything looks very sun-kissed and personal, as if someone like Blake could 
actually live there, as opposed to most showhouses that are more about viewing artistic 
statements," says Clarke. His new book Coastal Modern: Sophisticated Homes Inspired by 
the Ocean includes this shot of a room at the home of Saving Private Ryan and Criminal 
Minds producer Mark Gordon.  
 

 



Kathryn M. Ireland  
A design by Kathryn M. Ireland of Bravo's Million Dollar Decorators for client Robert 
Zemeckis. Ireland, who has also created houses for Julia Louis-Dreyfus, David Mamet 
and Steve Martin, is the author of the new book Timeless Interiors. Ireland will be 
completing a kitchen and breakfast area in the showhouse. (Among the sponsors are Audi, 
Beacon Hill, Calvin Klein Home, Circa Lighting, Clos-ette, Environment Furniture, Farrow & 
Ball, Grace Home Furnishings, The Rug Company, SHOPBOP and Stark Carpet.)  
 

 



Soho House  
West Hollywood's Soho House was designed by the THR Design Hollywood at The 
Century's featured designer Waldo Fernandez.  
 

 
 

On Oct. 26, 10 top architects and designers will unveil their creations at luxury residential 

tower The Century, in conjunction with "The Hollywood Reporter's" premier issue dedicated 

to interior design. The "THR Design Hollywood Showhouse at The Century" is produced in 

partnership with The Related Companies, developer of the building. 

 

  



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

October 10, 2012  
http://www.ramsa.com/events/ramsa-to-be-featured-at-thr-design-hollywood-at-the-
century.html  
 

RAMSA to be featured at 'THR Design Hollywood 
at the Century' Showhouse 

 

 
 
October 26, 2012 – November 18, 2012 Fridays 1 p.m. – 6 p.m.; Saturdays and Sundays 11 
a.m. – 4 p.m. The Century, One Century Drive, Los Angeles, California 90067  
 
 
 
 
 



RAMSA will create a very special elevator vestibule for The Hollywood Reporter's Design 
Hollywood at The Century, RAMSA's 885,000-sqare-foot residential tower in Century City, 
CA. Presented by The Hollywood Reporter and Related Companies, the designer 
showhouse will benefit the Wallis Annenberg Center for the Performing Arts at The Century 
in Century City, CA, and coincides with the publication of THR's first-ever Home Issue and 
"Top Interior Designers in Hollywood" list.  
 
The Hollywood-inspired showhouse takes place in two grand residences on the 20th floor of 
the 42-story Century, each with its own private elevator vestibule and panoramic views that 
stretch from downtown Los Angeles, across the Hollywood Hills to the Pacific Ocean. Along 
with RAMSA, THR Design Hollywood at The Century will feature the work Joan Behnke, 
Tim Clarke, Waldo Fernandez, Trip Haenisch, Jane Hallworth, Kathryn M. Ireland, Todd 
Nickey & Amy Kehoe of Nickey/Kehoe, David Phoenix, and Marmol Radziner and 
Associates. 
 
The showhousewill be open to the public on Fridays 1 p.m. – 6 p.m., and Saturdays and 
Sundays 11 a.m. – 4 p.m. from Friday, October 26 – Sunday, November 18. For additional 
information and to purchase tickets, visit www.thr.com/designhollywood. Complimentary 
parking will be available at The Century. 
 



Contemporary oceanfront home in Montecito by Natasha Baradaran  

Interior designers Natasha Baradaran, Oliver M. Furth, Adam Bram Straus and Cliff Fong 
have been added to the THR's showhouse, which will be unveiled at luxury residential tower 
The Century on Oct. 26.  
 
Four esteemed designers have been added to THR's premiere Design Hollywood at The 
Century showhouse where the top industry interior designers will unveil rooms inspired by 
the worlds of film and television.  
 
Natasha Baradaran (whose celebrity clientele includes Kate Hudson and Malin Akerman) 
was recently featured in W and Town & Country as one of the design's world best up-and-
coming interior designers. Inspired by her diverse cultural background, Baradaran's design 
fuses classical, European tradition with the exoticism of Middle Eastern arts. "My spaces 
are inspired by a love of high fashion and jewelry design," she says of her design of a 
powder room and hall for the showhouse, located in the Century tower, located in Century 



City and developed by Related Companies. "There's a real architecture to the faceted 
shapes of gemstones and the cut of couture, and this informed my design." Her most recent 
projects include the design of a celebrity-owned house in Pacific Palisades and the new 
construction of a contemporary Hollywood Hills house for an entertainment mogul.  
 
PHOTOS: 'THR Design Hollywood at The Century' Showhouse Preview  
 
Oliver M. Furth opened his interior design firm in 2005 and was named one of the "20 top 
young designers" in the country by Traditional Home. Furth heads the Los Angeles County 
Museum of Art's Decorative Arts and Design Council. He shops the globe on the lookout for 
the fine and the offbeat, the eccentric and the extraordinary. Arianna Huffington and 
entertainment attorney Skip Brittenham and author Heather Thomas are among his 
clients. Furth created a vestibule for the showhouse. "It was about creating a moment in this 
room before you enter the main living room," he says. "I pulled pieces from a global mix 
starting with a chest that has traveled across three different continents."  
 
Below is a sample of Oliver M. Furth's work: 

 

Cliff Fong (who has created houses for celebrities such as Ryan Murphy and Ellen 
DeGeneres and Portia de Rossi) was born in New York and raised in many countries  
around the world, but he has been part of Los Angeles' design community for two decades 

as an interior designer, fashion designer and entrepreneur. He creates unique, personal 

and often unexpected environments for largely residential spaces. He creates commercial 

environments as well, such as Madison Gallery and Top Chef winner Michael Voltaggio's 

Ink restaurant. In 2009, Fong opened Galerie Half, an emporium of 20th century design, 

European antiques and architectural elements. 

 



 

Adam Bram Straus has been blazing his own trail in the design world with his eponymous 
firm and A-list clientele, which has included Zac Efron, Vanessa Hudgens and Mia Hamm. 
Originally from the east coast, Straus creates bi-coastal, mood-evoking interiors combining 
the classic with the unexpected. He has a passion for sourcing rare, vintage furniture and 
contemporary art. In designing a powder room for the showhouse, he wanted something 
"youthful with a worldly sophisticated eye and a sense of edge and whimsy." He says: 
"When I first started the space, I was thinking screenwriter sanctuary. But I could totally see 
a director living here, or an agent inhabiting this space."  
 
PHOTOS: 'Million Dollar Decorators' Star Kathryn Ireland's Holiday Gift Guide  
 

 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

  

  



 

  



 

 



 

  



 



 

 

 
 A home design showcase transforms two apartments in the legendary space.  
 



 
 
 
  



 

 
 
October 23, 2012  
 
http://www.losangelessocialcalendar.com/event/thr-design-hollywood-opening-night-open-
oct-26-nov-18/  
 

THR Design Hollywood Opening Night (Open 
Oct. 26 – Nov. 18) 

 
Event: THR Design Hollywood Opening Night (Open Oct. 26 – Nov. 18)  
Start: October 24, 2012 8:00 am  
End: October 24, 2012 5:00 pm  
Category: Arts  
Updated: October 23, 2012  
 
THR DESIGN HOLLYWOOD AT THE CENTURY OPENING NIGHT WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 24th  

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

October 24, 2012 

http://www.nbclosangeles.com/blogs/open-house/Open-House-Loves-The-Hollywood-Reporter-

Design-Hollywood-at-the-Century-Showhouse-175659591.html 

 

 

A must-see, must-attend event opening this week is the gorgeous, glamorous Hollywood-inspired 

designer showhouse presented by The Hollywood Reporter and Related Companies, featuring the work 

of leading interior designers and architects including, Joan Behnke, Tim Clarke, Waldo Fernandez, Trip 

http://www.nbclosangeles.com/blogs/open-house/Open-House-Loves-The-Hollywood-Reporter-Design-Hollywood-at-the-Century-Showhouse-175659591.html
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/blogs/open-house/Open-House-Loves-The-Hollywood-Reporter-Design-Hollywood-at-the-Century-Showhouse-175659591.html


Haenisch, Jane Hallworth, Kathryn M. Ireland, Todd Nickey & Amy Kehoe of Nickey/Kehoe, David 

Phoenix and Marmol Radziner and Associates, as well as Robert A.M. Stern Architects, the world-

renowned firm behind The Century. The showhouse coincides with the publication of THR’s first-ever 

Home Issue and "Top Interior Designers in Hollywood” list. 

With the showhouse taking place in two grand residences on the 20th floor of The Century, and with 

breathtaking panoramic views stretching from downtown Los Angeles, across the Hollywood Hills to the 

Pacific Ocean, each room inspires visitors to imagine they are stepping into the private space of a 

quintessential Hollywood icon: the ingénue, the screenwriter, the high-powered director, and of course, 

the movie star. 

In addition to the top designer round-up, THR’s Home Issue includes market reports, in-depth features, 

and rich interior and exterior photography of the multi-million dollar real estate purchases and decorating 

secrets of Hollywood's moguls and A-listers.  

The showhouse is located at One Century Drive, and will be open to the public on Fridays 1:00 p.m. – 

6:00 p.m. and Saturdays and Sundays 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. from Friday, October 26th through Sunday, 

November 18th.  Buy your tickets now and revel in L.A.’s sophisticated world of top design! 

Admission is $40 and all ticket sales will benefit the Wallis Annenberg Center for the Performing Arts, a 

new performing arts center in the historic Beverly Hills Post Office. Complimentary parking will be 

available at The Century. For additional information and to purchase tickets, visit 

hollywoodreporter.com/design-hollywood. 

 

 

 

http://www.thr.com/designhollywood
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October 25, 2012 

http://www.people.com/people/article/0,,20642194,00.html 

American Horror Story Creator Ryan 
Murphy Offers Peek Inside His Beverly 
Hills Mansion 

 

http://www.people.com/people/article/0,,20642194,00.html


 

 



 



 

 

 

  



 

 

 
 Glee guys Chris Colfer and Ryan Murphy celebrate The Hollywood Reporter's new space at The 

Century. 



 



 



 



 

 

 

  



 

 



   

 

   

 



    

 

        

 

  



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

  



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 

 

 

  



 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 

 

  



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

  



 

October 29, 2012 

http://www.justjaredjr.com/2012/10/29/chris-colfer-thr-design-hollywood-event/ 

Chris Colfer: THR Design Hollywood Event 

 

Chris Colfer steps out at opening night of THR Design Hollywood held at The Century 

on Wednesday night (October 24) in Century City, Calif. 

The 22-year-old Glee star rubbed elbows with The New Normal star Bebe Wood as 

well as designer Cliff Fong. 

THR Design Hollywood features the work of leading interior designers and architects 

including; Joan Behnke, Tim Clarke, Waldo Fernandez, Cliff Fong, Trip Haenisch, 

Jane Hallworth, Kathryn M. Ireland, and emerging designers Natasha Baradaran, 

Oliver M. Furth and Adam Bram Straus. 

The showhouse is now open and will benefit the Wallis Annenberg Center for the 

Performing Arts. 

http://www.justjaredjr.com/2012/10/29/chris-colfer-thr-design-hollywood-event/
http://www.justjaredjr.com/tags/chris-colfer


 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  



 

October 30, 2012 

http://turquoise-la.blogspot.com/2012/10/the-hollywood-reporter-design-hollywood.html 

 

http://turquoise-la.blogspot.com/2012/10/the-hollywood-reporter-design-hollywood.html


 

 



 

 

 



 

November 9, 2012 

About Town 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

November 5, 2012 

http://www.nbcnewyork.com/blogs/open-house/ 

Take a Tour of the "Design Hollywood" 

Showhouse 

 

 

We're inside "Design Hollywood," an amazing showhouse in Los Angeles presented by 

The Hollywood Reporter at the Century. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nbcnewyork.com/blogs/open-house/
http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/design-hollywood


 

November 6, 2012 

http://www.latimes.com/features/home/la-lh-jason-koharik-

20121106,0,7027366.story?track=rss 

Jason Koharik pop-up gallery: Junk made 

marvelous 

 

Jason Koharik is a junk-pile alchemist. In his hands, paint stirrers and broken tape 

measures become art supplies, salvaged metal tubing and brackets are transformed 

into Modernist lamps, and discarded patio furniture dazzles the eye with refined 

additions of gold leaf, brass plating, hand-shaped hardwoods and leather upholstery. 

“Why buy new chairs when there’s a million of them out there that could be great?” 

Koharik asks. 

  

The Echo Park furniture maker, lighting designer, painter and sculptor proves his point 

by showing 15 years' worth of work in "CollectedBy," a showcase on display through 

Nov. 14 in a rented warehouse space at 1745 Glendale Blvd. Staged in vignettes that 

could put some high-end furniture showrooms to shame, the pop-up gallery shows off 

Koharik's collecting, trash-picking and inventive tweaking. 

The son of an Ohio cabinetmaker who regularly took his sons on “junk walks” to find 

parts for building toys, Koharik has been employed as a house painter, construction 

http://www.latimes.com/features/home/la-lh-jason-koharik-20121106,0,7027366.story?track=rss
http://www.latimes.com/features/home/la-lh-jason-koharik-20121106,0,7027366.story?track=rss
http://www.collectedby.com/


worker and production assistant on commercials. Now he works full time producing his 

own designs as well as renovating and decorating homes. 

“My twin brother, Johnny, calls me the Octopus,” Koharik says with a laugh. “I have so 

many arms doing so many things." 

Since 2008, Koharik has sold more than 100 of his "Target" series paintings done on 

abandoned tabletops and other found objects at Lawson Fenning, which also stocks his 

handcrafted "CollectedBy" lighting. The store has a waiting list for some of the pieces, 

says co-owner Glenn Lawson, thanks to recent exposure in Echo Park's Brite Spot 

restaurant and the THR Design Hollywood at the Century decorator show house. Trip 

Haenisch, one of the show house designers, used brass and white-powder-coated 

Koharik designs in his show bedroom. 

“Jason is very knowledgeable about 20th century furniture and his passion is reflected 

in beautifully executed designs with great attention to detail,” Haenisch says. 

Koharik’s lamps have the beautiful curves of Art Nouveau, the sinuous and almost 

insect-like forms of Midcentury designers Serge Mouille and Greta Grossman. In the 

"CollectedBy" show, Koharik's prototypes are displayed along with mixed-media 

paintings and sculptures, such as a leather-clad wooden anvil and a 1950s Colonial 

American-style globe with hand-applied gilt continents. (“The Cayman Islands and 

several other archipelagoes are missing,” Koharik admits.) 

The standout pieces are imaginatively reinterpreted seating, including his tweaks on 

designer pieces from California, Italy and Scandinavia (a 1990s Ikea loveseat has been 

redone in tuck-and-roll and tufted leather), as well as variations on mass-produced iron-

framed chairs. Koharik, an unabashed fan of Kelly Wearstler's recent designs in brass, 

also cites midcentury designer Jacques Adnet’s leather-wrapped metal furniture and his 

accessories for Hermès as an influence. 

“Koharik utilizes a timeless color palette and materials of leather and brass that work 

with many different styles — from classic traditional to avant-garde décor,” says 

designer David John Dick, co-owner of Disc Interiors. “We recently used his brass 

sconces in a Spanish house to add a dose of decadence and understated refinement to 

an all-white and marble powder room.” 

His work also has a playful side. Koharik’s Poker Table has inlaid leather and gilt metal 

coasters as well as a leather gun holster under the tabletop in case anyone has 

thoughts of cheating. Many pieces also have elaborate back stories, tales of how he 

tracked down a misidentified design classic on Craigslist and added a flourish inspired 

by childhood memories. 

http://www.lawsonfenning.com/
http://www.latimes.com/features/home/la-lh-thr-design-hollywood-at-the-century-20121018,0,128731.photogallery
http://www.latimes.com/features/home/la-lh-greta-magnusson-grossman-car-some-shorts-20121022,0,246987.story
http://www.latimes.com/features/home/la-lh-kelly-wearstler-rhapsody-book-melrose-20121010,0,3865338.story
http://discinteriors.com/DISC/HOME.html


“I am drawn to objects that have had a life,” Koharik says. “My idea of a beautiful desk is 

one with pen marks on it.” 

The designer is fond of encasing common industrial school chairs and midcentury 

museum pieces in rustic saddle leather. 

“His thick hand-stitched Verner Panton S Chair from the 1960s leaves me speechless,” 

Dick says. “When you look at his method for reworking this iconic chair with hand-

stained leather emphasizing the form, it really sums up his artistic practice, this wabi-

sabi tradition, this notion of transient, imperfect beauty.” 

It’s a philosophy that Koharik takes to heart. 

“People often see my work and ask how do you know how to do this?” he says. “And 

the answer is, I didn’t the first five times I tried. If you start making something and want it 

to be perfect you will spend your whole life just doing that. I love the mistakes and the 

flaws, that’s how you can tell something was made by hand.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


